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manufacturing jobs have increased for 8 con-
secutive months.

In addition, 20 million young Americans are
already eligible to refinance their college loans
at lower interest rates with longer repayment
terms. And we’re going to have 3 years of deficit
reduction for the first time since Harry Truman
was President, creating a more stable future for
our children.

Restoring opportunity, honoring work and
family and community, that’s what this adminis-
tration and our mission are all about. A big
part of that is personal security, and all of you
saw that as the debate over the crime bill un-
folded in the last several weeks. We have re-
duced the size of the Federal bureaucracy by
over 270,000 over the next 6 years and taken
all that money to give it back to local commu-
nities to make children and families safer,
100,000 more police, more prisons, longer sen-
tences for serious offenders, programs to help
young people have something to say yes to, to
prevent crimes: drug courts, boot camps, edu-
cation and job-training programs, jobs and activi-
ties for young people, and a ban on juvenile
ownership of handguns and on assault weapons.
Again, there was bitter opposition. The status
quo had powerful friends, but the American
people and the American future won.

In everything we do, we must honor work
and family and community. That’s why we’re
fighting for health security for working Ameri-
cans by providing universal coverage and con-
trolling costs, why we’re working to reform the
welfare system to help people move from public
assistance to productive jobs, and why we’re
changing the unemployment system to a reem-
ployment system to help people continuously get
the training, the counseling, the information
they need about new jobs.

Our work won’t be done until all Americans
enjoy the dignity of work, the security of world-
class skills, and the opportunity to build a life

for themselves and their children that is better.
That can only be done by taking a new direc-
tion—not a Government which says we can do
it alone and certainly not a Government that
sits on the sidelines but one that works in part-
nership with business and with our individual
working men and women and their families.

On Labor Day, Monday, I’ll be visiting with
workers at a shipyard in Bath, Maine, where
that partnership is taking place, where labor and
management have made a uniquely American
covenant with themselves and with their Gov-
ernment: with themselves, to share the responsi-
bility and rewards for the company’s success,
and with their Government, to take a little help
to move from a defense-based economy to prove
that they can compete and win in a global econ-
omy that involves far more than defense. Those
shipyard workers in Maine exemplify the best
in the American spirit, the understanding that
when we pull together for the common good
we are unstoppable.

This Monday, Labor Day, you’ll see that spirit
all across our country: Milwaukee, at the Labor
Day Parade; and Little Rock, at the Old-Time
American Union Picnic; in Michigan, as they
have on every Labor Day since 1958, you’ll see
tens of thousands of people walking the 5 miles
across the Mackinac Bridge connecting the
State’s Upper and Lower Peninsulas.

Next Sunday, in Washington, DC, there will
be a special Labor Day Mass at the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception to bear
witness to the timeless truth that work gives
structure and meaning to our lives and is di-
vinely ordained.

Whatever you’re doing this weekend, I wish
you all the best for yourselves and your families.
I thank you for listening and for your dedication
to our country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Tisbury School on Martha’s Vineyard, MA.

Remarks on Labor Day in Bath, Maine
September 5, 1994

Ladies and gentlemen, I know it’s raining
here today, but you have brought a lot of sun-
shine into my life by the example you’ve set

and the work you’ve done. And I want to thank
you for coming out in the rain to stand up
for the interests of the working families of

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:15 Nov 07, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00115 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\94PAP2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1518

Sept. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

America on this Labor Day. Thank you for being
here.

I thank our great labor leaders Tom Donahue
and George Kourpias for being here. I want
to thank Buzz Fitzgerald and Stoney Dionne.
Tom talked about the ironworks being run by
two guys named Buzz and Stoney. It sounded
like a television series. [Laughter] If you do
what I expect you to do here, we may get a
television series out of this yet.

I also want to say a special word of thanks
to my good friend Joe Brennan for being here
and for presenting himself as a candidate for
Governor again, to Senator Dutremble and Sen-
ator Baldacci for being willing to run for Con-
gress at a time when it’s not a very popular
place to be, but it’s still an important place
to be. And I want to say a special word of
thanks to Tom Andrews for his leadership in
the United States Congress to help us rebuild
the shipbuilding industry in America and help
turn this economy around.

And of course, most of all I want to thank
my good friend George Mitchell. You know, if
George had been commissioner of baseball,
they’d be back playing again now. And I might
say on this Labor Day, there’s still time for
them to go back to work and finish the best
baseball season in 50 years, and I hope they
will.

Folks, most of what needs to be said here
today has been said. But for a century now
people have been gathering on Labor Day to
celebrate the dignity of work, its importance
to our lives, and to have that last long weekend
before school starts again and we all go back
to work full-time.

I ran for President because I thought this
country was in danger of going in the wrong
direction and because I thought that our people
had it within them to keep the American dream
alive into the 21st century for our children and
our grandchildren. And I believed then just as
strongly as I believe today that we have to have
a plan, a strategy, a vision of what we wish
our country to be like and how we’re going
to get there.

If we’re going to keep the American dream
of opportunity alive for everybody who’s willing
to work hard and play by the rules, I believe
we must do three things: We have to have an
economy that works, we have to empower our
people to succeed and win in that economy,
and we’ve got to come together again as a com-

munity and work together. We cannot afford
in a global economy to be divided again, Gov-
ernment and business and workers fighting each
other all the time, people in this country finding
ways to get in fights with each other instead
of ways to pull together and make this country
great again.

And our administration has fought for change
against some very, very powerful enemies of
change, against people who often don’t seem
to understand what the stakes are because that’s
what I want for you and your families and your
children.

You heard Senator Mitchell say that we began
with an economic strategy to get this terrible
deficit down. The debt of this country was quad-
rupled in 12 years. We are bringing the deficit
down for 3 years in a row for the first time
since Harry Truman was President. We are
doing it by cutting spending, asking the wealthi-
est 1.5 percent to pay more taxes, and providing
tax breaks to 15 million working families that
are hovering just above the poverty line because
we want them to keep working and raising their
children, not going into the welfare system. In
the State of Maine alone, almost 61,000 families
got a tax cut, and only 3,700 got a tax increase.
It was a good deal for Maine. It was a good
deal for America. And if it hadn’t been for Tom
Andrews and George Mitchell, the plan would
have failed, because we passed it by the nar-
rowest of margins over the enemies of change.

We have expanded trade. We have expanded
educational and training opportunity. But maybe
most important of all on this Labor Day, we
have called for new partnerships in shipbuilding,
in airplane building, in automobiles, in agri-
culture. The partnership here that you’ve heard
these people detail between labor and manage-
ment is the thing I came here to highlight.
Even in the driving rain, the rest of America
should know that if you can take a 110-year-
old company and redesign the relationship of
labor and management in a new partnership and
ask the National Government to help you to
build a commercial future as well as a defense
future, then every manufacturing facility in
America can do the same, and we can rebuild
this economy on the strength of your example.

For the first time in 10 years, manufacturing
jobs in America have increased now for 8
months in a row. They’re a part of that 4.1
million jobs that George Mitchell talked about.
And as we look ahead from this Labor Day,

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:15 Nov 07, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00116 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\94PAP2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1519

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Sept. 5

let us leave here rededicating ourselves to meet
the other challenges that face us, to keep this
economic recovery going, to keep this partner-
ship between business and labor and a partner-
ship with Government going, to keep working
until every American can have the education
and training opportunities he or she needs to
compete and win, to keep working until we turn
the terrible situation we have in health care
around where we’re spending more and covering
less.

This is the only advanced country in the world
that spends 40 percent more than everybody
else, and we’re still losing people with health
insurance. There are 5 million people in working
families just like yours who had health insurance
a year ago, 5 years ago, who don’t have it today.
My friends, we can do better. And until we
do better, we will pay the price.

And let us continue our efforts to change
the way the political system works. We need
more examples of what we had with the crime
bill, where we broke through gridlock and a
few brave Republicans stood up to their leader-
ship and said, ‘‘The American people want a
solution to the crime problems. It’s not a par-
tisan problem. It’s an American problem, and
we’re going to work on it together.’’ We need
that in other examples as well. We need the
Congress to pass the laws reforming the lob-
bying practices and the campaign finance prac-
tices in Washington, to help to free people to
make the courageous decisions that have to be
made.

And finally let me say this, and I want to
close with this because I want you to think
about this as you leave. We’ve got to get out
of here, or we’re going to raise health care costs
by staying in the rain too long. [Laughter] We
can create more jobs. We can empower you
to seize those jobs. But unless we get back to

good, old-fashioned American values of working
together in partnership, we’re still not going to
do what we ought to do. Everybody is for
change in general, but they can always find a
reason to be against it in particular. Believe
me, there will never be a bill in Congress that
is perfect, because we are not perfect people.
There is always some reason we can find to
say no, to turn away from tomorrow, to be di-
vided from our friends and neighbors.

This Bath Iron Works is coming back because
Stoney and Buzz and all the other people put
aside their differences to find something they
could say yes to. This is going to happen in
America because this administration is working
with the tools we have to rebuild the American
economy in partnership, not sitting on the side-
lines and not promising you miracles but prom-
ising you progress.

And I ask you as you leave here today to
reward people in public life who will say yes
to America, who will look for ways to come
together, not be divided, who will ask you to
be courageous enough to face the tough deci-
sions. That’s the real way to make sure we have
a 21st century where the rain brings the sun-
shine.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the
Bath Iron Works shipyard. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tom Donahue, secretary-treasurer,
AFL–CIO; George Kourpias, international presi-
dent, International Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers (IAM); Duane (Buzz) Fitz-
gerald, president and chief executive officer, Bath
Iron Works Corp.; John (Stoney) Dionne, presi-
dent, IAM Local S6; John E. Baldacci, Maine
State senator; and Dennis L. Dutremble, presi-
dent, Maine Senate.

Statement on the Observance of Rosh Hashana, 1994
September 5, 1994

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Rosh Hashana in this promising year of renewal.

The high holidays, the most solemn and hal-
lowed days of the Hebrew calendar, mark the
beginning of a new year. Jews around the world

pause to reassess their lives and their relation-
ships with others and with God. Most important,
Rosh Hashana celebrates change—bidding fare-
well to an old year and welcoming the new.
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